Antibiotic prophylaxis in elective neurosurgery. Epidemiological study.
The authors present an epidemiological study of patients who have undergone elective neurosurgery and who have been treated with different types of antibiotics throughout a ten year time span. From the statistic analysis of the different parameters taken into consideration (administering modalities of the short-term and long-term antibiotic, type of sepsis encountered, isolated microorganisms) the authors show, as a result, that the long-term antibiotic prophylaxis is a clearly improper method; the short-term prophylaxis is a correct method the effect of which is, however, still controversial as it does not modify a natural low percentage of infections in elective neurosurgery. The role given to the antibiotic seems much less important compared with the adoption of correct antiseptic measures and of proper nursing.